
A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS! 
Please fill out a blue visitor card so that we might have a record of 
your visit. If needed, there is a nursery available at the rear of the 
auditorium. Bible classes for all ages are available Sundays at 10:00 
am and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We hope that you will join us for 
these studies. Please come and worship with us again soon. 

Does God Hate Sinners? 

Most religious people agree that God hates sin. Over and 
over, the Bible stresses the fact that God despises iniquity. 
God told the prophet Jeremiah to speak to the Israelites 
about their sin, saying: “Oh, do not do this abominable thing 
that I hate!” (44:4). The Proverbs writer listed seven sins the 
Lord hates (6:16-19). The prophet Zechariah declared that 
God hates a false oath and evil done to one’s neighbor 
(8:17). Jesus Himself said that He hated the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans (Revelation 2:6). The Bible emphasizes that the 
Lord hates sin. 

Some have suggested that God takes His hatred one step 
further. They believe that God hates the sinner as well as the 
sin he or she commits. It has been suggested that God loves 
those who obey Him, and hates all who disobey. Those who 
teach this idea use various Bible verses to “prove” their 
case. For instance, Psalm 5:5 says that God hates “all 
workers of iniquity.” Proverbs 6:18-19 says that God hates 
“a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord 
among brethren.” Is it true that God hates sinners and their 
sin? 

Any person who has read the Bible understands that one of 
its greatest themes is love. The Bible says that God is love 
(1 John 4:8). It also explains that God showed His love to us 
while we were still sinners: 
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Shakespeare’s personality? No. We understand he 
would be saying he does not like the writings of 
Shakespeare, with no comment on the playwright’s 
personality. 

If we apply that same figure of speech to the 
passages about God “hating sinners,” we can see that 
the sinner is put in place of the sin. Thus, when God 
says He hates “a false witness who speaks lies,” if 
metonymy is being used, then God hates the lies, 
and the one who is doing the lying (the cause) is put 
in place of the lies (the effect). It is interesting to see 
how clear this feature can be in other contexts. For 
instance, Proverbs 6:17 says that God hates “a lying 
tongue.” Does that mean that God hates a physical 
tongue, made of muscle and body tissue? No. It 
means God hates the sin that a tongue can perform. 
In the same context, we learn that God hates “feet 
that are swift in running to evil.” Again, does that 
mean that God hates physical feet? No. It simply 
means that God hates the sin that those feet can 
perform. It is interesting that while few, if any, 
would suggest that God hates physical tongues or 
actual feet, they would insist that God hates actual 
sinners and not the sin done by them. 

When studying the Bible, it is very important to 
keep in mind that the Bible writers often used 
figures of speech. When we look at the idea that God 
hates sin, but loves sinners, the figure of speech 
known as metonymy clears up the confusion. Just as 
God does not hate physical feet or tongues, He does 
not hate sinners. These nouns are put in the place of 
the things they cause—sin. 

Kyle Butt, M.A. 
Spiritual Speaking, Apologetics Press 

REFERENCES 
Bullinger, E.W. (1898), Figures of Speech Used in the Bible (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker), 1968 reprint. 

For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would 
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:6-8). 

An interesting aspect of this passage is that it stresses that lost sinners were not 
“righteous” or “good” when Christ demonstrated His love for them. 

In the narrative of the rich young ruler, Jesus explained that the young man lacked 
something necessary to be pleasing to God. Yet even though the young man was lacking 
and lost, the Bible says that Jesus “loved him” (Mark 10:21). When Jesus mourned over 
lost Jerusalem, He cried: 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, but you were not willing! (Matthew 23:37). 

Jesus said His affection for the lost inhabitants of Jerusalem was like a mother hen’s 
affection for her chicks. Such a statement obviously denotes love for the sinners in 
Jerusalem. 

In one of the most well-known “love” verses in the Bible, Jesus said: “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). God’s love for the lost world was shown 
before the lost believed in Jesus. John further explained this when he wrote: “In this is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins” (1 John 4:10). From these verses it is clear that God loves lost sinners, and 
proved that love by sending Jesus. 

How, then, can one reconcile the verses that seem to suggest that God hates sinners, but 
loves them at the same time? One of the most plausible solutions is that the Bible writers 
are using a figure of speech called metonymy when they write that God hates sinners. 
Metonymy is defined as: “A figure by which one name or noun is used instead of 
another, to which it stands in a certain relation” (Bullinger, 1898, p. 538). Bullinger 
further explains that metonymy can be “of cause,” when the person acting can be put in 
place of the thing that is done (p. 539). For instance, in Luke 16:29, the text says: “They 
have Moses and the prophets, let them hear them.” In reality, they did not have “Moses” 
or the “prophets,” but they did have their writings. The name Moses is a metonymy that 
stood for his writings, since he was the cause of the writings. In modern times, that would 
be like saying, “I hate Shakespeare.” Would the person who said that mean that he hated 

KERRY KEATHLEY 
JANET WEBER 

CHARLES HESSON 
DORIS WHITE 
PAT BURNSIDE 

CLARENCE RIGGENBACH 
PATRICA SMITH 
FRANK SMALL 

IVA & LEM TURNER 
PATRICIA FORD 

JEANETTE THOMPSON 
TED WHEELER 

Mark Your CalendarsMark Your CalendarsMark Your Calendars   
D Dec. 25: Holiday Dinner @ 

the Navarre's - 1 pm 
D Dec. 31: Song Service @ 6 

pm 
D Dec. 31: New Years Party @ 

building til midnight 
D Jan. 15-18, 2007: Florida 

School of Preaching. 32nd 
Annual Lectureship: Do You 
Understand The God Of The 
Bible? The 15th is a holiday 
and hopefully we can get a 
group to go up on that Mon-
day.  

Remember in PrayerRemember in PrayerRemember in Prayer   


	Does God Hate Sinners?



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



