
A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS! 
Please fill out a blue visitor card so that we might have a record of 
your visit. If needed, there is a nursery available at the rear of the 
auditorium. Bible classes for all ages are available Sundays at 10:00 
am and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We hope that you will join us for 
these studies. Please come and worship with us again soon. 

Hearing God in the 21st Century  
by Eric Lyons, M.Min. 

In the Garden of Eden, God spoke directly to Adam, commanding 
him to refrain from eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil (Genesis 2:16-17). Centuries later, “the word of the Lord came 
to Abram in a vision” while he dwelt in the land of Canaan (Genesis 
15:1). The patriarch Jacob received a message from Jehovah via the 
“Angel of God,” Who spoke to him in a dream (Genesis 31:11). The 
Lord spoke directly to Moses at the burning bush on Mount Horeb 
(Exodus 3-4). The angel Gabriel brought messages from God to 
Zacharias, who was dwelling in Jerusalem (Luke 1:11-21), and to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, who lived in Nazareth (Luke 1:26-33). 
Even Saul, who was on his way to Damascus to imprison any Jewish 
Christians he might find, received a “heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19; 
cf. Acts 9). A list of God’s appearances and messages to men seems 
almost endless. No Bible believer can dispute the fact that God has 
revealed messages to men countless times, either directly or through 
avenues other than written revelation. 
The question often asked today is, “How do we hear God now?” 
Does He still communicate to people through dreams and visions like 
He did in biblical times? Should we expect Him to call upon us 
directly at any moment to do some great work, like Saul was called 
to do? Will God send an angel to me to disclose more revelation than 
what is given in the Bible? Or, similar to how Eli instructed Samuel, 
should I “go lie down” and wait on Jehovah to reveal some message 
to me (1 Samuel 3:9-10). In view of the fact that for millennia God 
communicated to people either directly or through avenues other than 
written revelation, why do some today claim that God communicates 
to man only via the Bible? Just how is it that we “hear God” today? 
According to Hebrews 1:1-2, “God, who at various times and in 
various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in 
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these last days spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2, emp. added). In another contrast between the 
prophets of old (namely, Moses and Elijah) and Jesus, God instructed Peter, James, and John, saying, 
“This [Jesus] is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” (Matthew 17:5, emp. added). 
Jesus informed His listeners on one occasion of the reason we must “listen” to Him: “He who rejects Me, 
and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge 
him in the last day” (John 12:48, emp. added). For one to be pleasing to God, he must learn and obey the 
words of Jesus. 
But how do we “hear” Jesus? According to the New Testament, people come to know Jesus and His 
words by way of the of the apostles’ teachings. Consider the following line of reasoning from the 
Scriptures. 
� The night of Jesus’ betrayal, He prayed to the Father, saying, “I do not pray for these alone, but 

also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, 
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that 
You sent Me” (John 17:20-21, emp. added). The “their” of verse 20 refers to those for whom 
Jesus was praying in the preceding verses (17:6-19)—the apostles. Jesus prayed for the unity of 
future believers, which He stated would be based upon the apostles’ “word.” 

� On that same night, Jesus told the apostles: “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives 
whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me” (John 
13:20, emp. added). After Jesus’ resurrection, and before His ascension into heaven, Jesus told 
these same disciples: “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21). To receive the 
apostles’ teachings, then, was to receive Jesus. 

But how do we receive the apostles’ doctrine today? Since all of the apostles are dead, via what method 
do the apostles speak to us in the twenty-first century? Paul answered this question in Ephesians 3:1-5. 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—if indeed you have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, how that by revelation He 
made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, when you read, you 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made known 
to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets 
(emp. added). 

Today, a person can understand “the mystery of Christ” through the written revelation of men like the 
apostle Paul, who received the Truth “through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11-12). 
Still, some ask: “Haven’t other men who have lived through the centuries, even into the twenty-first 
century, been inspired by God to reveal His message?” Actually, the Bible indicates that all Truth 
necessary for salvation was revealed during the lifetime of the apostles. The night before Jesus’ 
crucifixion, He promised His apostles that after His departure from them, the Spirit would come and 
guide them “into all truth” (John 16:13), teaching them “all things,” and bringing to their remembrance 
“all things” that Jesus taught them (John 14:26). After His crucifixion and resurrection (but before He 
ascended into heaven), Jesus then commanded these same disciples to “make disciples of all the 
nations…teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20, emp. 
added). The “faith…was once for all delivered to the saints” in the first century (Jude 3), so that since 
that time Christians have had “all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). 
Hearing God’s will in the twenty-first century is as easy as picking up the providentially preserved Bible 
and reading what Jesus’ “apostles and prophets” recorded for our benefit. God’s revelation thoroughly 
equips us for every good work (cf. 2 Timothy 3:17), so that no modern-day messages, dreams, or visions 
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Mark Your CalendarsMark Your CalendarsMark Your Calendars   
D Jan. 15-18, 2007: Florida 

School of Preaching. 32nd 
Annual Lectureship: Do You 
Understand The God Of The 
Bible? The 15th is a holiday 
and hopefully we can get a 
group to go up on that Mon-
day. 

D Jan. 28: Song Service 

Remember in PrayerRemember in PrayerRemember in Prayer   

If you are 
unable to 
attend the 

lectureship you can listen to it live 
via the internet. Beginning January 
15th - just go to the school’s web 
site (www.fsop.net) and click on 
the link “Listen Live”. 

Our Weekly Budget … $ 2820.00 
Recently the elders met and set the budget for 
2007. Although some of our utilities have in-
creased and we had our scheduled increase in 
our bond payments - we were able to trim 
some of the budget and hold the rest of the 
budget at last year’s level. As a result our 
budget for 2007 is $ 2820.00 per week. 
In 2006, we ran under our budget for a consid-
erable part of the year. In addition to that, we 
had to replace a large portion of our roof at a 
cost of over $28,000. This along with the defi-
cit in our budget used up nearly all of our 
available funds. In the past, it was these funds 
that helped us continue to pay our bills during 
the summer months. Our giving over the next 
few months will determine whether we will be 
able to continue to meet our obligations this 
summer and our overall budget for 2007. 
Over the years we have been blessed with a 
very generous membership. For which each of 
you are to be commended. We ask each of our 
members to consider their giving so that we 
might meet our budget for 2007. 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of 
this request. 

The Elders 

are needed. Nearly two thousand years ago, God revealed 
“all truth” to the apostles and prophets, who recorded it 
“by inspiration.” This “truth” is the standard by which all 
people are to live. And anyone teaching a contrary 
message will suffer eternally (cf. Galatians 1:8-9). 

Apologetics Press 
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/print/1815 

Continued on  page 3 

http://www.fsop.net�
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/print/1815�

	Hearing God in the 21st Century 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



