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Is God Exclusive?

God determines who is to be identified as a Christian; he has not
assigned that responsibility to us.

Mike Rappaport is a journalist who writes a regular column
for the Ontario, California Daily Bulletin. A recent piece
(11/12/98) was titled, “If God isn’t exclusive, why are some
believers convinced they’re the only ones who are right?” In
this essay, the columnist makes several statements worthy of
examination.

Rappaport tells of a conversation he had with a four-year-
old girl, the daughter of some friends. The little girl said to
him: “Mom says you aren’t a Christian.” He explained to the
child that he is a Christian—"even if I [have] never been
born again.” He went on to say: “I’m just not the same kind
of Christian you are . . . there are all sorts of Christians.”
The journalist, citing an acquaintance, concluded: “God isn’t
exclusive.” Several important questions are prompted by
this brief article.

First, just where does one obtain the information as to what
God is, or is not, like? How does one determine what God
approves, or does not approve? Has the Creator given a
revelation of his will, or not? If the Lord has not given an
objective revelation, detailing his will to humanity, one
person’s guess is as good as another’s. Thus, it would be just
as rational to assume one thing about God as anything else.
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In other words, to say that God is exclusive would carry as much weight as the
assertion that God is not exclusive.

On the other hand, if divine truth has been made known in a body of objective
information (the Bible), then the divine disposition, including whether or not God is
“exclusive,” can be discerned from a study of that Sacred Volume. Is there evidence
confirming the supernatural origin, and therefore the authoritative nature, of the
Scriptures? There absolutely is—an overwhelming mass of evidence; and we have
discussed it in many of our writings (especially see our small volume, Fortify Your
Faith).

Second, why is it deemed unacceptable to argue that if God is perfect (which
includes being consistent—cf. 1 Corinthians 14:33), then there is a right way of
serving him, which excludes other ways? Truth, from the very nature of the case, is
exclusive. The truth that two plus two equals four is exclusive. One may choose to
deny it, but it is true regardless. Water freezes at thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit—not
twenty-five degrees, nor forty-five degrees. Characterize that as bigotry if you must,
but that’s the exclusive truth of the matter. Why is it so difficult to see that there also
is such a thing as spiritual truth—revealed, inflexible, exclusive truth? For some,
the only “exclusive truth” is: “There is no exclusive truth.”

Third, where did our journalist friend get the information that one can be a
“Christian,” and yet not be a “born-again” person? So far as I know the only sacred
book that details what it takes to constitute a Christian is the New Testament. And it
connects being a disciple of Christ, i.e., a Christian (Acts 11:26), with submitting to
the conditions of the new birth. Note the simple logic.

1. Jesus taught that the yielding to the requirements of the new-birth process puts
one into the “kingdom” of God. Except one be born anew, he cannot “see” or
“enter” the kingdom of God (see John 3:3-5).

2. But the kingdom is identified as the “church” (Matthew 16:18-19), known
also as the “house of God” (1 Timothy 3:15).

3. It therefore must be the case that the new birth is essential to entering the
house of God.

4. But those who constitute the “house of God” are Christians. Observe this
passage: “If a man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God in this name. For time is come that judgment begin at the house
of God: and if it begin first at us, what shall be the end of them that obey not
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The concluding point is this: God determines who is to be identified as a Christian; he
has not assigned that responsibility to us. Just because a person claims to be a Christian,
does not mean that he truly is one.

The problem with many is this: they desire some sort of association with Christianity,
but they want a hybrid system, consisting of certain elements borrowed from the New
Testament, blended with their own will-oriented inclinations (cf. Colossians 2:23). It just

does not work that way.
y Wayne Jackson, CHRISTIAN COURIER
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