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Not Just A Good BookK ...

by Brad Harrub, Ph.D.

Some vehemently oppose its teachings and routinely pull verses out of
context to paint a wretched picture of religion. Others are willing to
concede it has some historical significance and will at least give it a bit of
credibility from a historical perspective. The large majority would even go

t he next step, and describe it
principles.Ill But is that enough?
aside the | abel of just a —good

the Bible as the Word of God?

Whether individuals are standing around the office cooler, door knocking

in foreign lands, or debating devout atheists on television, the subject will
ultimately come up as to the validity of the Bible. If you really stop and
consider it for a moment, everything (and 1 do mean EVERYTHING),
hinges on this one topic. If the Bible is not real, then how can one know of
his/her salvation? If the Bible is not the Word of God, then there can be

no absolutes. How do we know how to worship or how to conduct
ourselves? If the Bible is not inspired then people are allowed to pick and
choose whatever suits them as they pursue the pleasures of this life—in
essence they can enjoy a —buffet
not God’s method of
leave the plan of redemption and the New Testament description of
salvation?

Consider the dilemma: The majority of people would much rather paint
the world —grayl and be all owed
rather than to humble themselves and be obedient servant to Him. Thus,
they embrace the idea of the Bible being just a good book—an attitude

t hat allows them to do as they
Word, then suddenly it is no |o
dislikes, but rather everything revolves around the Author of that book—
God. Man is no longer able to do what is right is his eyes, but rather he
must acknowledge that Almighty God has bestowed upon mankind divine
edicts that we are to follow—or pay the consequences.

So, the question becomes: How do we teach the lost that the Bible is more
than just a good book? Critics and skeptics love to belittle anyone who

A SPECIAL W ELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!

Please fill out a blue visitor card so that we might have a record of
your visit. If needed, there is maursery available at the rear of the
auditorium.Bible classes for all ages are available Sundays at 10:00
am and Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We hope that you will join us for
these studies. Please come and worship with us again soon.
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views the Bible as the literal Word of God. They are quick to ridicule those who quote Scripture when asked
questions about science or nature. They love to feature films calling the authenticity of the Bible into
question—such as the current debate about the alleged ossuary of Jesus. Add to this that the majority of the

wor | d

would | ike to simply live in a —grayl

situation ethics. So how do we effectively teach that God has established clear black and white boundaries?
Before we can teach people about God and the Gospel, we must be able to demonstrate to them the

authenticity

and accuracy of the Bible. It is one

say those words, having already established that the Bible is inspired, and thus is the only book to which we
should heed in obedience.

So what do we tell them? How do we move from simply stating opinions, to convincing them to accept the
Truth? What are some tools the average person can utilize in order to teach our friends, family, and neighbors

about
scientific
incidence of scientific foreknowledge contained in the Bible, the following examples provide strong evidence
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MEDICINE

Numbers 19:16-18 gives a recipe for antibacterial soap (using the hyssop plant which has antifungal
properties) to cleanse after touching a dead person—long before we knew about bacteria and viruses.
Leviticus 17:15 teaches that an animal that has died naturally is not to be eaten—and today it is against
local, state, and federal public health procedures to take an animal that has died naturally to a
slaughterhouse. What if the animal had died from rabies, anthrax, brucellosis, yet how did the Israelites
know this?

Leviticus chapter 11 gives restrictions regarding safe foods. Verse 7 specifically points out that the
Israelites were not to eat pork. We know today that these scavengers often carry parasites such as
Trichinella spiralis, the organism that causes trichinosis.

Deuteronomy 23:12-14 instructed the Israelites to bury their waste. Today we know this is good hygiene.
However, during the Middle Ages many Europeans threw human waste into back alleys, which allowed
microor gani sms to fl ourish. The —Black Pl aguel
million people.

Genesis 17:12 God commanded Abraham to circumcise newborn males on the eighth day. We know
today after years of scientific study that it is on the eighth day that blood-clotting factors (such as
prothrombin) are present in their highest amounts. Yet we have this information recorded literally
thousands of years earlier.

scientific

OCEANOGRAPHY

Psalm 8:8 details that the seas have paths in them. Matthew Maury set out to chart the paths upon hearing
this Scripture. There is a statue of Matthew Maury at the U.S. Naval Academy in appreciation to his

di scovering something that was already descri
Ecclesiastes 1:7 tells us that all rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full. This statement, considered

by itself, may not appear all that significant. Yet it was made long before satellite images were available

to show the distributions of the rivers. Also, when we consider Ecclesiastes 11:3 and Amos 9:6, we
realize that the Bible discusses the water cycle long before it was discovered in Europe.

Job 38:16 God made mention to Job the s
l ate 1800's that possessed sufficie
trenches.

Genesis 6:15 Noah was given specific directions regarding the dimensions of the ark. That same ratio of
30 to 5 to 3 has been used countless times by shipbuilders to make vessels seaworthy—in fact the U.S.
built an entire fleet of boats with those exact proportions. One remaining ship, the U.S.S. Jeremiah
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many ancient people, up through the days of Christopher
Columbus, believed the Earth was flat.
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tomato seed, he knows full well that he will not be harvesting
corn. We recognize this evident truth. But how did Moses
know—Ilong years before the science of genetics was
discovered?
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living material. Paul knew long ago that it was God who gives
life. This fact has not changed

A In 1 Corinthians 15:39 Paul also stated that there are four services.
fleshes—those of men, beasts, birds, and fishes. Today, even ]
evolutionists accept this fact of science. These fleshes are a Jun 15-21: Weeki Wachee
indeed different in their biochemical make-up. But how did Bible Camp.
i n Paullivirg inyhe firsgcentury A.D know this?

Science textbooks are telling your children and grandchildren they
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the power and authority of Almighty God. The only question is will Psalms 51:7-17
you heed what this inspired Book records? Warren-Flew Debate

THINK MAGAZINE - April, 2007, Focus Press on the Existence of God
http://www.focuspress.org/blog/?p=4#more-4 Video
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